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Hi, James here. 
 
Welcome to this online 
safeguarding module exploring 
key responsibilities, sign and 
symptoms and referral 
pathways. 
 
If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to 
contact HLT. 
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The safeguarding agenda has 
broadened over the last few 
years and we now 
conceptualise child protection 
as one element of 
safeguarding practice. 
 
One way to imagine 
safeguarding is that it applies 
to all children, all of the time, 
while child protection refers to 
some children, some of the 
time. 
 
We understand that all 
children have needs and part 
of our job is to identify and 
meet them. Many children get 
their needs met in universal 
services like schools, others 
need more targeted support 
from early help services like 
Young Hackney, others may 
need specialist support from 
agencies like CAMHS or in 
relation to SEND, a smaller 
though significant group of 
children are in need of 
protection from harm and 
abuse. 
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Through our developing 
understanding of safeguarding 
and child protection work there 
has been an understanding 
that all staff working with 
children have a vital part to 
play. In schools and colleges 
we know that children have 
relationships with office staff, 
lunchtime supervisors, 
teaching assistants and 
teachers. 
 
It is therefore vital that all 
these people understand their 
role to safeguard and working 
alongside others like the police 
and social care to support all 
children. 
 
You can find further 
information here: 
https://assets.publishing.servic
e.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_d
ata/file/779401/Working_Toget
her_to_Safeguard-
Children.pdf 
 

 

 
 
The vital roles schools and 
colleges play in safeguarding 
and children protection is 
covered by statutory guidance 
from the government. It is 
important you read part 1 and 
annex A. It details your 
responsibilities and gives 
guidance about what you 
should do if you are worried 
about a child. 
 
You can find further 
information here: 
https://assets.publishing.servic
e.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_d
ata/file/835733/Keeping_childr
en_safe_in_education_2019.p
df 
 
Further information can also 
be found in your school’s 
Safeguarding and Child 
Protection policy. 
 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
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During the Covid-19 / 
Coronavirus outbreak some 
children may experience 
additional vulnerabilities. 
Schools and colleges continue 
to play a vital role in keeping 
children safe. 
 
FAST colleagues will help you 
determine levels of risk and 
support your decision making 
in this area. 

 
 
 
The identification of concerns 
is a key role for all school and 
college staff. 
 
Remember, you may be the 
only staff member who has 
seen that child and your 
relationship with them can 
helpfully inform other 
professionals like social 
workers. 
 
All staff must be vigilant to 
abuse particularly at this time. 
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The DSL is a statutory role for 
schools and colleges, meaning 
you must have one and a 
deputy available at all times. 
 
This usually means they have 
to be on site at all times. At the 
present time all staff must be 
aware who is fulfilling these 
roles on any given day. 
 
It is important to remember 
DSLs are not expected to 
undertake this role on their 
own and if in doubt can 
consult with children’s social 
care and the FAST team. 
 

 
 
 
During this time it is critical 
that schools and colleges 
maintain the monitoring of 
those children on Child In 
Need (CIN) and Child 
Protection (CP) plans. 
 
These children may 
experience additional 
vulnerability as they might not 
attend school. DSLs must 
have a register of these 
children and regularly inform 
the child’s social work team 
about their attendance (or not) 
as the case may be. 
 
This must happen at least 
every other day. 
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The Children Act 1989 is the 
overarching piece of 
legislation that governs 
safeguarding and child 
protection work.  
 
It places a duty on the local 
authority, schools and colleges 
to promote the welfare of 
children and protect them from 
harm. 
 

 
 
 
The Children Act 1989 defines 
what it calls ‘significant harm’. 
This term includes the primary 
categories of abuse Physical, 
Sexual, Emotional harm and 
Neglect. 
 
As our professional knowledge 
has developed over the years 
we also address other areas 
as child protection including 
child sexual exploitation, 
criminal exploitation and 
county lines. 
 
We’ll return to these issues 
later. 
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When thinking about whether 
a child has experienced 
significant harm it is vital to do 
this in consultation with FAST, 
qualified social worker and 
police officers who can advise 
you in relation to the need for 
a referral to their service. 
 
• Point 1 – Working 

Together 2018 
• Point 2 – Children Act 

1989 
 

 
 
 
The four categories of harm 
have been presented in this 
order due to their prevalence. 
 
Children are more likely to be 
neglected than sexually 
harmed. 
 
Nationally we have seen 
significant increases in what is 
referred to as peer on peer 
harms like child sexual 
exploitation and serious youth 
violence. 
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There are many types of 
neglect, some chronic (they 
exist all the time and represent 
a significant lack of support 
given to children in their 
families), other are episodic 
(they may only exist for short 
periods of time depending on 
factors like unemployment or 
inadequate housing). 
 
Because of this it is even more 
important that schools and 
colleges are mindful of 
children’s experiences at 
home at this time. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/neglect/ 
 

 

 
 
Some children may not get 
adequate food, others may not 
be taken to important medical 
appointments, some may be 
left home alone. 
 
When thinking about the signs 
of neglect it can help in 
knowing the child’s usual 
experience and being curious 
about the current situation and 
parents/carers ability to 
prioritise and meet their 
children’s needs. You may 
observe children that become 
unkempt or dirty, some 
children may be hungry or in 
need of attention. 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/neglect/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/neglect/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/neglect/
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Emotional abuse often occurs 
in combination with other 
forms of abuse, it is impossible 
to imagine that one is sexually 
harmed without it having an 
emotional impact as an 
example. 
 
It can exist in isolation if 
children’s emotional 
development is not attended to 
by parents/carers. 
 
Emotional abuse can be 
compounded by other 
familial/adult issues like 
substance misuse, domestic 
violence and poor mental 
health. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/emotional-abuse/ 
 

 

 
 
As a member of school or 
college staff you may see 
children who are isolated or 
excluded from their peers, 
some children may become 
withdrawn or display poor self 
image/worth. 
 
It is important to be vigilant to 
changes in children’s 
behaviours and understand 
they may represent 
challenging experiences 
outside of school. 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/
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Domestic abuse and violence 
are significant issues for some 
children. 
 
Those who live in homes 
where this is happening are at 
heightened risk. If you are 
concerned a child’s home life 
exposes them to domestic 
violence and abuse please 
seek advice from FAST. 
 
The definition in relation to DV 
has recently changed to 
address intimate partner 
violence amongst teenagers, 
16 and 17 year olds are now 
protected by the legislation in 
the same way as adults. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/domestic-abuse/ 
 

 

 
 
When a child or young person 
is sexually abused, they're 
forced or tricked into sexual 
activities. 
 
They might not understand 
that what's happening is 
abuse or that it's wrong. And 
they might be afraid to tell 
someone. 
 
Sexual abuse can happen 
anywhere – and it can happen 
in person or online. 
It's never a child's fault they 
were sexually abused – it's 
important to make sure 
children know this. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
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Child sexual exploitation 
(CSE) is a type of sexual 
abuse. 
 
When a child or young person 
is exploited they're given 
things, like gifts, drugs, 
money, status and affection, in 
exchange for performing 
sexual activities. 
 
Children and young people are 
often tricked into believing 
they're in a loving and 
consensual relationship. This 
is called grooming. They may 
trust their abuser and not 
understand that they're being 
abused. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/child-sexual-
exploitation/#what-is 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/grooming/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
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Children and young people 
involved with gangs and 
criminal exploitation need help 
and support. They might be 
victims of violence or 
pressured into doing things 
like stealing or carrying drugs 
or weapons. They might be 
abused, exploited and put into 
dangerous situations. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/gangs-criminal-
exploitation/ 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/
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Bumps and bruises don't 
always mean a child is being 
physically abused. All children 
have accidents, trips and falls. 
And there isn't just one sign or 
symptom to look out for. But 
it's important to be aware of 
the signs. 
 
If a child regularly has injuries, 
there seems to be a pattern to 
the injuries or the explanation 
doesn't match the injuries, 
then this should be reported. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what
-is-child-abuse/types-of-
abuse/physical-abuse/ 
  
 
 
Girls who are threatened with, 
or who have undergone FGM 
may withdraw from education, 
restricting their educational 
and personal development. 
They may feel unable to go 
against the wishes of their 
parents and consequently may 
suffer emotionally. 
 
Staff may become aware of a 
student because she appears 
anxious, depressed and 
emotionally withdrawn. They 
may be presented with a 
sudden decline in her 
performance, aspirations or 
motivation. There may be 
occasions when a student 
comes to school or college but 
then absents herself from 
lessons, possibly spending 
prolonged periods in the 
bathroom.  
 

 

Students who fear they may be at risk of FGM can often come to the attention of, or turn to, a teacher, lecturer or 
other member of staff before seeking help from the police or social services. Sometimes the student’s friends report 
it to staff. Teachers, lecturers and other members of staff are in an ideal position to identify and respond to a 
victim’s needs at an early stage.  
 
Educational establishments should aim to create an ‘open environment’ where students feel comfortable and safe 
to discuss the problems they are facing – an environment where FGM can be discussed openly, and support and 
counselling are provided routinely.  
 
Students need to know that they will be listened to and their concerns taken seriously. 
 
You can find more information here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/physical-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/physical-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/physical-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/
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The Government define 
extremism as “vocal or active 
opposition to fundamental 
British values, including 
democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance for 
those with different faiths and 
beliefs. We also include in our 
definition of extremism calls 
for the death of members of 
our armed forces, whether in 
this country or overseas.” 
 
Staff should have sufficient 
training to be able to recognise 
this vulnerability and be aware 
of what action to take in 
response. 
 
This will include an 
understanding of when to 
make referrals to the Channel 
programme and where to get 
additional advice and support. 
 

 

 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keep
ing-children-safe/reporting-
abuse/dedicated-
helplines/protecting-children-
from-radicalisation/ 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
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You can find further 
information here: 
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/
en/about/what-is-contextual-
safeguarding 
 

 
 
 
Schools and colleges staff are 
often well placed to 
understand children’s lives 
beyond the school gates. Staff 
often have information about 
peer groups and activities 
children may be involved in. 
FAST are available to you in 
exactly the same way to 
discuss with you risks children 
may experience away from 
home. Many of this type of 
case are discussed at the 
Extra-Familial Risk Panel. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
http://www.chscb.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/05/Extra
-Familial-Risk-Panel-
Protocol.pdf 
  

https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/about/what-is-contextual-safeguarding
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/about/what-is-contextual-safeguarding
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/about/what-is-contextual-safeguarding
http://www.chscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Extra-Familial-Risk-Panel-Protocol.pdf
http://www.chscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Extra-Familial-Risk-Panel-Protocol.pdf
http://www.chscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Extra-Familial-Risk-Panel-Protocol.pdf
http://www.chscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Extra-Familial-Risk-Panel-Protocol.pdf
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If you are in the role of DSL 
help staff to clarify these 
questions. 
 
When making records about 
such discussion or concerns it 
is vital that they are in clear, 
straightforward language that 
anyone could understand.  
 
Please stay away from jargon 
and overly professionalised 
language. For example, some 
have used the term 
Inappropriate Sexualised 
Behaviour to describe signs 
they have seen. If another 
person were to read this it 
would be impossible for them 
to understand exactly what 
had been seen or heard. 
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It can be very hard for some 
children to open up about 
what's happened to them. 
They might be worried about 
the consequences or that 
nobody will believe them. They 
might have told someone 
before and nothing was done 
to help them. Sometimes they 
might not know what's 
happening to them is abuse 
and struggle to share what 
they're feeling. Some children 
don't reveal they're being 
abused for a long time, some 
never tell anyone. 
 
You can find more information 
here: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keep
ing-children-safe/reporting-
abuse/what-to-do-child-
reveals-abuse/ 
 

 

 
Refer to “What to do if you 
are worried a child is being 
abused” booklet: 
https://assets.publishing.servic
e.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_d
ata/file/419604/What_to_do_if
_you_re_worried_a_child_is_b
eing_abused.pdf 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-to-do-child-reveals-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-to-do-child-reveals-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-to-do-child-reveals-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-to-do-child-reveals-abuse/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
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Effective working together 
depends on an open approach 
and honest relationships 
between agencies. Problem 
resolution is an integral part of 
professional co-operation and 
joint working to safeguard 
children. 
 
Occasionally situations arise 
when workers within one 
agency feel that the actions, 
inaction or decisions of 
another agency do not 
adequately safeguard a child. 
 
This inter-agency policy 
defines the process for 
resolving such professional 
difference and should be read 
alongside the London Child 
Protection Procedures. 
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Stages of Resolution: 
 
 
Stage One: Discuss with the 
other worker 
The people who disagree have 
a discussion to resolve the 
problem. This discussion must 
take place as soon as possible 
and could be a telephone 
conversation or a face to face 
meeting. It should be 
recognised that differences in 
status and/or experience may 
affect the confidence of some 
workers to pursue this 
unsupported. 
 
 
 

 
Stage Two: Escalate to line manager 
If the problem is not resolved, the worker should contact their supervisor/manager within their own agency who 
should have a discussion with the equivalent supervisor/ manager in the other agency. If the case involves a child 
subject to a Child Protection Plan or a Looked After Child, the Independent Reviewing Officer must also be notified. 
 
Stage Three: Escalate to senior managers 
If the problem is not resolved at Stage Two, the supervisor/ manager reports to their respective manager or named/ 
designated safeguarding representative. These two managers must attempt to resolve the 
professional differences through discussion. 
 
If there remains disagreement, the expectation is that escalation continues through the appropriate tiers of 
management in each organisation until the matter is resolved. The respective agency members on the City 
& Hackney Safeguarding Children Board (CHSCB) should be engaged in seeking resolution before the case 
is raised with the CHSCB Chair. 
 
Stage Four: Resolution by CHSCB Chair 
If it has not been possible to resolve the professional differences within the agencies concerned (and after the 
agency CHSCB members have been involved), the matter should be referred by the concerned agency to the Chair 
of the CHSCB, who may either seek to resolve the issue direct with the relevant senior managers, or convene a 
Resolution Panel. The agency raising the dispute must e-mail the details through to 
chscb@hackney.gov.uk The Resolution Panel must consist of senior officer from three agencies who are members 
of the full Board of the CHSCB. The senior officers must include the agencies concerned in the professional 
differences. The Panel will receive representations from those involved. 
 

mailto:chscb@hackney.gov.uk
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The bottom three sources of 
stress are often referred to as 
the ‘Toxic Trio’ – when these 
issues occur together risk for 
children increases. 
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It is vital that DSLs and other 
schools and colleges staff 
consult with FAST if they are 
concerned about children. 
 
It is much better to consult and 
for FAST to say they are not 
going to take the case as a 
referral than not give them the 
information you have. 
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1. Remember that the Data 
Protection Act is not a 
barrier to sharing 
information but provides a 
framework to ensure that 
personal information about 
living persons is shared 
appropriately. 
 
2. Be open and honest with 
the person (and/or their family 
where appropriate) from the 
outset about why, what, how 
and with whom information 
will, or could be shared, and 
seek their agreement, unless it 
is unsafe or inappropriate to 
do so. 
 
3. Seek advice if you are in 
any doubt, without disclosing 
the identity of the person 
where possible. 
 

 

4. Share with consent where appropriate and, where possible, respect the wishes of those who do not consent to 
share confidential information. You may still share information without consent if, in your judgement, that lack of 
consent can be overridden in the public interest. You will need to base your judgement on the facts of the case. 
 
5. Consider safety and well-being: Base your information sharing decisions on considerations of the safety and 
well-being of the person and others who may be affected by their actions. 
 
6. Necessary, proportionate, relevant, accurate, timely and secure: Ensure that the information you share is 
necessary for the purpose for which you are sharing it, is shared only with those people who need to have it, is 
accurate and up-to-date, is shared in a timely fashion, and is shared securely. 
 
7. Keep a record of your decision and the reasons for it – whether it is to share information or not. If you decide to 
share, then record what you have shared, with whom and for what purpose. 
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Any records kept must 
accurately reflect the concerns 
you have. They must be 
written in clear and concise 
language and they must be 
stored securely whether this is 
digitally or on paper. 
 

 



Safeguarding Children: Designated Safeguarding Lead  Page 25 of 28 

 
 
Any allegation should be 
reported immediately to a 
senior manager within the 
organisation.  
 
The LADO should also be 
informed within one working 
day of all allegations that 
come to an employer's 
attention or that are made 
directly to the police; and if an 
organisation removes an 
individual (paid worker or 
unpaid volunteer) from work 
such as looking after children 
(or would have, had the 
person not left first) because 
the person poses a risk of 
harm to children, the 
organisation must make a 
referral to the Disclosure and 
Barring Service. It is an 
offence to fail to make a 
referral without good reason. 
 
Further information can be 
found here: 
https://www.hackneyservicesfo
rschools.co.uk/extranet/safegu
arding-education 
 

 

 
 
You should not: 
 
• Attempt to deal with the 

situation yourself; 
• Make assumptions, offer 

alternative explanations or 
diminish the seriousness 
of the behaviour or alleged 
incidents; 

• Keep the information to 
yourself or promise 
confidentiality; 

• Take any action that might 
undermine any future 
investigation or 
disciplinary procedure, 
such as interviewing the 
alleged victim or potential 
witnesses, or informing 
the alleged perpetrator or 
parents or carers. 

  

https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/safeguarding-education
https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/safeguarding-education
https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/safeguarding-education
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Safeguarding encourages 
school to stop simply 
responding to concerns but 
actively identify students who 
are at risk. 
 
The notions of early 
identification of need and early 
intervention to prevent harm 
are essential.  This sits 
alongside the duty to protect 
children from harm and 
respond appropriately if they 
have, or it is likely they have, 
been harmed. 
 

 
  

Useful resources: 
 
• Working Together 
• Keeping Children Safe in Education 
• What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused 
• Information Sharing guidance 
• Hackney Learning Trust 
• City and Hackney Safeguarding Children Partnership 
• London CP Procedures 
• Educate Against Hate 
• SWGfL 
• NSPPC 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/safeguarding-education
http://www.chscb.org.uk/
http://www.londoncp.co.uk/
http://educateagainsthate.com/
http://swgfl.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/working-with-schools/


Safeguarding Children: Designated Safeguarding Lead  Page 28 of 28 

 

 
 
 


