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Aims of the session

● To share and discuss examples of Spanish transition 
activities taking place in Hackney

● To hear from one school about year 6 practice

● To compare some pieces of writing from year 6 and year 7

● To ensure that all are clear about transition requirements



Agenda

4.40 Cristina Gainza – The Urswick Secondary School; Natalee Colbron – The 
Primary Viridis Federation; and Raquel Tola Rego – Parkwood Primary Spanish 
International School talking about Transition activities

5.10 Pilar Gonzalez Gomez – Mossbourne Riverside on achieving high standards 
in Year 6

5.30 In table groups, compare pieces of written work from Years 6 and 7

5.45 Transition arrangements

6.00 Finish – What can I do to develop transition activities? Name 1 thing



The importantance of working partnerships with primary school colleagues for 
secondary languages departments

 
Cristina Gainza

Head of European and Community Languages

The Urswick School



My experience
● Transition is not always a priority in secondary schools, as GCSE exams tend to take most of the 

attention and energy at both school and departmental levels

○ Results and position in local and national tables

○ Changes in the curriculum- New 2026 exams

○ The new national measures- Progress 8

○ Students do to not always continue with the same language once they start year 7

● Hackney is in a privileged position as there is a coherent approach to language learning at KS2. The 

language learning practice in Hackney primary schools is strong and this is often demonstrated by the 

knowledge of grammar, phonics and vocabulary that the new year 7s have when they first arrive to 

secondary and the confidence they show in lesson 

● Year 7 students always talk highly of the primary school language teachers and have a positive attitude 

towards learning languages



● Before arriving to The Urswick School I had been teaching in a secondary school in Tower Hamlets for 

over 20 years. The situation could not have been more different 

○ Year 6 language lessons were understood as an enrichment rather than an integral part of the KS2 

curriculum and this often resulted in students having a negative experience

○ Not all schools have language specialist teachers

● Year 7 students did not always demonstrate a positive attitude towards learning languages and did not 

see language learning as an important part of their school experience 

My experience



My rationale

● Current and past learning are crucial for moving students in their language acquisition journey and it 

makes sense to invest time and effort to fully understand what primary school students experience 

before they arrive with us

● The KS2 language descriptors and annual learning reports developed by Bernadette’s team are very 

useful to see what grammar, vocabulary and phonics were seen -but quantitative data only gives you 

part of the picture

● I needed to visit and see (feel) the learning environment at primary school in order to experience what 

students receive in order to improve the efficacy of my own department- The last time I visited a primary 

school was during my PGCE!

Visits to Daubeney primary school
Focus on peer to peer learning- Year 10 

workshop (phonics and photo description)

Hosting a visit to The Urswick School to visit both 
the European languages and Mandarin 

Departments (Focus on peer to peer learning)



It is all about priorities

● Appraisal targets included improving links with primary schools and a CPD day to visit to a Hackney 

primary school

○ Focus: Experience how primary students learn

○ How: Spend a whole day at this school with Raquel to observe her lessons and taught a year 3 

group how to describe a photo

○ Opportunities: Discuss how to approach key areas of learning, such as photo description 

(PALMA), more challenging grammar (masculine, feminine, singular, plural, verb endings…)



It is all about priorities

● Building the foundations for meaningful professional collaboration with four local primary schools in 

Hackney

○ Student- centred approach

○ Looking for ways to continue improving our transition programme that is bespoke and unique 

to Hackney students

○ Taking part in trips to develop students’ cultural capital with other schools, including primary 

schools (Kings College London trip)



KS2 – KS3 Transition Experience



Aims of the visit
• Strengthen continuity in Spanish from 

KS2 to KS3

• Support long-term engagement and 
continuation in MFL

• Build pupil confidence ahead of 
transition

• Make prior KS2 learning visible to 
secondary colleagues

• Foster shared understanding of 
expectations between primary and 
secondary colleagues



Workshop Activities
• Who, what, where (GCSE 

focus)
• Sentence-building challenges
• Running dictation
• Collaborative speaking
• Giving opinions

L.I: To learn to describe a photo



Guided school tour Taster Mandarin Lesson

• Languages are valued across 
the curriculum

• Multilingualism is normal at 
secondary level

• Normalised the move
• Built aspiration
• Made secondary feel accessible



Pupil Feedback – google quiz results
Confidence
• 78% felt more confident after the visit
• No negative shift reported

Readiness
• 100% said the visit helped them 

imagine Year 7
• 67% felt more ready

Peer Learning
• 78% felt comfortable/confident with 

older pupils

Language Identity
• All pupils recalled Spanish learning
• 78% enjoyed trying Mandarin



Tips for collaboration 

• Reach out to (local) secondary schools

• First email – share idea/ proposed collaboration
o transition opportunity
o suggested activities – photo description, collaborating with older year 

groups?
o start small – pupil numbers, consider secondary capacity

• Set up call to discuss details – aims/ format of visit, 
distribution of tasks

• Set a deadline for logistics – confirm dates

• Share feedback – pupil quiz, photos, impact



Key Takeaways
• Positive impact on pupil confidence – transition

• Primary/secondary colleagues benefit from seeing KS2/KS3 
curriculum knowledge and aims in action

• Demonstrates to our pupils the importance of language journey 
and opportunities at secondary

Next Steps
• Annual transition workshop(s)

• Team up with more local 
primary schools

• Cross-phase planning



Teaching in the other setting and ways of working 
together, what can other schools do?

Raquel Tola Rego

Parkwood Primary School



Transition projects with secondary schools

• Working with multiple secondary schools simultaneously to ensure more opportunities 
for pupils

• Taking Y5 & Y6 pupils to secondary schools for taster lessons of other languages.

• Joining joint activities organised by Hackney Education for KS2 & KS3 like attending a 
film in Spanish at the Rio Cinema, or a Theatre performance in Spanish at All Saints 
Secondary School.

• Taking Y5 & Y6 pupils to deliver a CLIL lesson to a Y8 class. Skinners will bring student 
to teach Spanish at Parkwood.

• Working with colleagues from secondary schools to learn about each other’s settings 
to better understand the impact of transition for both, students and teachers.



French taster lesson to celebrate European Day of Languages
at Skinners Academy



Teaching CLIL to Y8 at Skinners



Some feedback from Y8 



-   Observing each other teach

- Cristina teaching a Y3 lesson



-   Observing each other teach

- Raquel teaching a Y10 lesson  



Impact:
- Y3 pupils felt very special and confident

- Cristina and myself have a better understanding of each other's curriculum and 
understand and value “the power” of collaboration

- Mutual respect and inspiration (planning to develop our transition work further)



-   Observing each other teach
- Planning CLIL workshops for 

pupils at Stormont House
- Pupils from Stormont to join 

with Hispanic Week activities 
at Parkwood

  

Planning



Activity

On your tables, discuss what transition 
activities you are currently carrying out 

and what else can you plan to do?



Achieving high standards

Pilar González Gómez

Mossbourne Riverside Academy



What “high standards” look like in Year 6 

Writing short paragraphs 
independently

Speaking in full sentences (not single 
words)

Manipulating language (applying grammar 
rules)

Accurate pronunciation and 
intonation

Retrieve vocabulary 
quickly

You cannot achieve high standards without secure 
memory
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Why memory matters
“Memory is the residue of thought” Daniel Willingham

Pupils can only attend to a handful of stimuli at 
once

Prior knowledge determines what students can 
learn

Working memory has a limited 
capacity

Forgetting is 
inevitable 



Why memory matters
“Memory is the residue of thought” Daniel Willingham

Ebbinghaus' forgetting curve and review cycle. 



Retrieval Practice
Pulling knowledge out of memory

Secure long-term memory

‘Daily, weekly and monthly review activities give 
students opportunities to generate versions of what 

they know and understand, helping to strengthen 
future retrieval of the knowledge involved, build 

fluency, and identify where they might have residual 
gaps or areas of uncertainty.’  

(Sherrington, 39.)



Retrieval Practice
Pulling knowledge out of memory

Retrieval before new learning
Instead of:

“Today we are learning pets.”
Try:

“Write 3 animal words you already know”

5-minute recall starters
Translate 5 words from last term

Write 3 opinion phrases from memory
Conjugate tener without support

Mini whiteboards 
Change adjective gender

Add a connective
Correct a mistake

Cumulative retrieval
Current unit

Last half term
Last year



Spanish is the official language of ___ countries.21

Me llamo _____













Building Automaticity
Structured recall over time

Secure long-term memory

Automatic recall

Repeated application

Explicit grammar

High expectations

Frequent retrieval

Cumulative curriculum design



Gracias



Bernadette

TRANSITION ARRANGEMENTS



National Curriculum Programme of Study 12 Objectives for KS2
We have a statutory requirement to ensure that pupils can by the end of KS2:

• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding
• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words
• Engage in conversations, ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and 

help
• Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures
• Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words 

and phrases
• Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences
• Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing
• Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language
• Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, 

including through using a dictionary
• Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly
• Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing
• Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant) feminine, masculine and 

neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences and how these differ from or are similar to English.



6.1 Can understand a 
short-spoken passage 
made up of familiar words 
and basic phrases 
concerning self, people, 
places or simple actions 
when people speak slowly 
and clearly.

6.2 Can produce from 
memory familiar short 
sections of known 
stories, songs, rhymes 
and poems when 
listening to the source 
material

6.3 Can write individual 
words accurately, 
building them from 
written syllables.

6.4 Can write individual 
words and phrases with 
understandable spelling, 
when delivery is slow, clear 
and repeated.

6.5 Can perform short role 
plays on a few very familiar 
themes including 
expressing opinions and 
responding to those of 
others.

6.6 Can answer simple 
questions on a few very 
familiar themes, including 
expressing opinions and 
responding to those of 
others.

6.7 Can use a repertoire of 
classroom language with 
teacher and peers eg 
¿Puedo ir al baño?

6.8 Can use simple 
phrases and sentences 
independently to describe 
people, places, things and 
actions, with excellent 
pronunciation.

6.9 Can read aloud words, 
phrases and short 
passages with excellent 
pronunciation, applying 
phonics knowledge.

6.10 Can understand a 
short text made up of 
sentences with familiar 
language on a familiar 
theme.

6.11 Can use visual clues, 
contexts and prior knowledge 
to access an original story 
from the Spanish-speaking 
world. 

6.12 Know about food from 
the Hispanic World.

6.13 Can appreciate that 
Spanish words do not 
always have a direct 
equivalent in English.

6.14 Can write a short, 
simple text from memory, 
using simple sentences 
from one familiar theme 
with support.

6.15 Can say and write 
sentences giving opinions 
or descriptions on a few 
themes using a model, a 
writing frame or sentence 
starters.

6.16 Can use high-frequency 
verb forms, nouns, articles 
and adjectives to form simple 
sentences.

6.17 Can understand how 
the verb form needs to 
change to agree with the 
subject.

6.18 Show consistency in 
the application of grammar 
rules, understanding how 
sentence forms differ from 
or are similar to English.

6.19 Can use the verbs ‘to 
be’ and ‘to have’ in several 
different contexts.

6.20 Can create complex 
sentences (with the 
support of a frame) 



5.1 Can understand the 
main points of a short- 
spoken passage made up 
of a few familiar words 
and phrases, delivered 
slowly and clearly.

5.2 Can join in with 
familiar short stories, 
songs, rhymes or poems, 
or parts of them.

5.3 Can write 
high-frequency familiar 
words when she/he hears 
them spoken slowly and 
clearly.

5.4 Can use 
understandable spelling 
for high-frequency 
familiar words when 
she/he hears them 
spoken slowly and 
clearly.

5.5 Can perform short role 
plays on a known theme 
with several exchanges 
and secure pronunciation.

5.6 Can adapt models 
successfully to give own 
information, substituting 
individual words, on a known 
theme.

5.7 Can use several short 
phrases and questions in 
predictable classroom 
interactions. Eg No tengo 
boli

5.8 Can produce some short 
phrases within a familiar 
theme, with good 
pronunciation. 

5.9 Can read short phrases 
accurately that contain 
mostly familiar language.

5.10 Can understand 
familiar words and simple 
sentences, including ones 
with connectives.

5.11 Can use visual clues, 
contexts and prior 
knowledge to access a 
non-fiction text in Spanish. 
Eg Los Planetas

5.12 Know about music and 
dance from the Hispanic 
world.

5.13 Can recognise and use 
the main dictionary codes for 
nouns, verbs, adjectives & 
adverbs.

 

5.14 Can write words, 
phrases and short simple 
sentences from memory 
with support.

5.15 Can change a range of 
single elements in 
sentences to create new 
sentences and say and write 
them (e.g. change the noun  
or verb) 

5.16 Can use the definite 
article with verbs of like / 
dislike.

 

5.17 Can use qualifiers and 
adverbs of time

5.18 Can use correct 
articles for singular and 
plural, with support, 
demonstrating knowledge 
of patterns learnt.

5.19 Can use 1st, 2nd 3rd 
persons singular of several 
regular verbs in the present 
tense (with the support of a 
frame).

5.20 Can use subordinating 
connectives eg ‘also’, 
‘because’ ‘why?’



 
 

  

KEY DATES ACTION

March 2026

By the end of term

Secondary Transfer form sent electronically to a designated person in each primary 
school from the Hackney Data Team; to include Spanish data

Spanish/Year 6 teachers to assign a number to each Yr 6 pupil 3,4,5,6 or 9 and give 
the list to the designated person to be included in the Transfer form

April The completed Year 6 Secondary Transfer form to be returned electronically to the 
Hackney Data Team

22 May 2026 The Data Team collates data and sends information on each Hackney pupil who will 
be joining the school to a named person in every Hackney secondary school.

Primary Subject Leads send to BC the completed Transition Checklist
Data Team send to BC the numbers of primary pupils who will transfer to each 
secondary school and the Spanish results of each school

Week beginning 1 June 2026

July 2nd Hackney Transition Day

BC will send to each secondary HoD: 
the completed Transition Checklist from each feeder primary
The number of pupils transferring from the main primary schools
Additional information about each feeder primary and the KS2 overview
Heads of Languages Departments plan transition activities with primary feeder(s) 
and finalise the detail of the Year 7 curriculum building on the prior learning of pupils



 
 

  Year 6 data transfer - things for primary teachers
      to do this term
• Decide what is the best fit for each of your Year 6 

pupils against the yearly objectives
• Next to each Year 6 pupil’s name put a number
    3, 4, 5, or 6 indicating which year’s objectives each
    pupil is meeting (OR 9 if the pupil is bilingual
    Spanish-English)
• Give this data to the person in your school office who 

does the data returns so that they can add it to the 
Secondary Transfer document



 
 

GRAMMAR

Gender

Awareness of gender as a concept and use of terminology masculine & feminine

Common letter patterns which show gender

(although not always the case)

Nouns & Determiners

Understand that a determiner introduces a noun, and that it can be an indefinite article, a 
definite article or a numeral

Rules for capitalisation

Plurals

An ability to recognise & form nouns in the plural

Agreement

Awareness of agreement as a concept, ie the matching of words by number & gender

Position & agreement of adjectives of colour

Know that most adjectives follow the noun and have to agree in number and gender with the 
noun

Know that some colour adjectives are invariable with m and f nouns

Regular verbs

Be familiar with some parts of regular verbs in present tense

High frequency regular verbs

Irregular verbs

Know parts of the verb ser, estar & understand the difference in usage;

Tener, ir

High frequency irregular verbs

Know some in the “I” form

Core structures

Be able to use these in sentences

Opinion phrases

Opinion adjectives

Conjunctions

Intensifiers

Prepositions



 
 

Core phrases

Teacher classroom instructions

Question words

 

¿cómo?

¿qué?

¿cuántos?

¿cuándo?

¿cuál?

¿quién?

¿dónde?

 

Basic vocabulary

Days of the week & Months

Colours

Numbers 0 – 31 & dates & Time

Family members

Animals

Weather and seasons

Geographical features

Modes of transport

Sports and hobbies

Clothing

Parts of the body

Food

The planets

Places in town

Knowledge about the Spanish-speaking world 
& Intercultural Understanding

PHONOLOGY

Key phonemes

Accents – be aware when used

Vocabulary

Adapted from the Transition Toolkit produced by the 
Association for School and College Leaders 
ascl.org.uk
https://www.bcclanguages.co.uk/?page_id=8840  

https://www.bcclanguages.co.uk/?page_id=8840


2023 transfer of data to receiving secondary school

Primary School – 
numbers transferring 
from the main feeder 
schools

2023 2022 2021 
numbers

2020

numbers

2019 
numbers

2018 
numbers

Other information including Hackney 
Primary Spanish Award (HSPA)

Millfields 29 18 25 24 26 22 The school has achieved the SILVER level of 
the HPSA. Excellent, Spanish well established 
specialist.

Rushmore 16 17 15 15 11 15 The school has BRONZE level of HPSA. CTs 
teach own classes.

Gayhurst 9 5 9 10  4 Have Spanish specialists; achieved the 
BRONZE level of the HPSA; using Language 
Angels material

Daubeney (part of the 
Blossom Federation)

11 11 10 10  11 The school has achieved the SILVER level of 
the HPSA. Excellent, specialist Spanish 
teacher.

Benthal 8 10 10 8   Good Spanish specialist back at school; has 
SILVER level of the HPSA; annual exchanges 
with Madrid school 

Southwold (part of 
Viridis Federation)

7 15 16 7   GOLD level of HPSA; excellent, 
well-established Spanish teachers; outstanding 
Ofsted included Spanish; part of CLIL 
Erasmus+ project



 
 

“Best fit levels” achieved by the majority of pupils -  excluding 
Spanish speakers. Hackney benchmark is 60%

2020 – 65% at 5/6 level
2021 – 55.5% at 5/6 level
2022 – 43% at 5/6 level
2023 – 60% at 5/6 level
2024 – 73% at 5/6 level
2025 – 78% at 5/6 level

FROM 2026 THE BENCHMARK HAS BEEN INCREASED TO 65%

Number of native Spanish speakers transferring to secondary 
schools

2021 – 64
2022 – 73
2023 – 53
2024 -  68
2025 -  75



GCSE  Entries

“Analysis of the 2024/25 GCSE entry data shows 
Hackney had the highest take-up of Spanish of all 
local authorities in England”
P91 of the Curriculum and Assessment Review (November 2025)

There were entries in 17 different languages at GCSE in 2025 from Hackney 
schools from Arabic to Urdu



GCSE Spanish Entries
YEAR SPANISH 

2018  808

2019 1010

2020 1213

2021 No exams 1319

2022 1250

2023 1ST Cohort from primary sat GCSE 1266

2024 1199

2025 1162


