
Some examples of free texts available during school closures: 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 or 4  Year 5/6 
National Curriculum 
objectives 

becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling them 
and considering their particular characteristics 
 
. 

becoming increasingly familiar with and 
retelling a wider range of stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales 
 

increasing their familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, and retelling some of 
these orally 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range 
of books, including myths, legends and 
traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary heritage, and books from 
other cultures and traditions 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of 
poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can read 
independently 
 
. 

listening to, discussing and expressing views 
about a wide range of contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 

listening to and discussing a wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
 
 

continuing to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 or 4  Year 5/6 

Key stories Owl Babies: Martin Waddell 
Owl babies 

 
 

Elmer and the Rainbow: 
David McKee 
Read by Joseph Coelho 
Elmer and the Rainbow – 
Read by Joseph Coelho 
 
 

Not Now Bernard: David McKee  
(No text) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9
yHxLkZK8U&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRH
w2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=6 
(No text) 
Not Now Bernard - from Storytime 

(No text and no book) 
Not Now, Bernard: 
performed by Ben Bailey 
Smith 
 

Rainbow fish: March 
Pfister American site with 
animated text read by 
actors. Storyline Online   
 
Can’t you sleep little bear: Marin 
Waddell (animated no text) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1
aJimzuzbg&t=170s 
 
 
 
 
 

How to train your dragon: Cressida 
Cowell 
Cressida reads How to Train Your 
Dragon: Prologue 
Cressida Cowell reads ‘How to train 
your dragon’ - (text 
not displayed) on the 
Booktrust website.  
 

The Ickaborg: J K Rowling 
 
J.K.Rowling’s 
unpublished story 
(full text displayed 
not read aloud) is 
published in 
instalments, linked to an illustration 
competition: 
The Ickabog: Home 
 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/owl-babies/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tv_TnDFiCew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tv_TnDFiCew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9yHxLkZK8U&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9yHxLkZK8U&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9yHxLkZK8U&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ptST-5w6tU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAT3UWlf7A4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAT3UWlf7A4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAT3UWlf7A4
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/the-rainbow-fish/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1aJimzuzbg&t=170s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1aJimzuzbg&t=170s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyUNZa7_Gjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyUNZa7_Gjo
https://www.theickabog.com/home/


There are many Fairy tales, traditional Tales, Myths and Legends on Oxford Owl eBooks. These are also levelled. It is free to register: 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection 

Fairy Stories 
Traditional 
Tales(stories) / 
Myths and 
Legends 

The Princess and the Pea: Hans Christian 
Andersen 
The Princess and the Pea - Read Aloud 
Picture Book | Brightly Storytime 
 

The Elves and the Shoemakers:  
Storyline Online 
 
The three Little Pigs 
The story of the 3 little pigs and other 
fairy stories(text and images only) Free 
to Use and Reuse: Classic Children's 
Books | Free to Use 
and Reuse Sets 

Fairy Tales From BBC 
Teach (Audio only) 
English KS2: Tales of 
Hans Christian 
Andersen 
Myths and Legends: 
Oxford Owl eBook 
collection 
(need to create login 
but free - full text audio 
option) 
Wolf fables 
Animal Tricksters 
Fables from Africa 
Greek Myths from BBC Teach 
Primary History KS2: Ancient Greece 
 

Readmyon: EBooks many different 
myths and legends and other books 
(audio optional) 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/brow
se.html?category=43 
  
 
 
 
Myths and Legends: 
Oxford Owl eBook collection 
(need to create login but free - full text 
audio option) 
How the world began 
Why the sea is salty 
 

Modern Fiction Oh No George Chris Haughton 
(Booktrust)  
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-
and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-
and-games/oh-no-george/ 

Elmer read by David McKee 
(Booktrust - no text) 
Elmer: David McKee 

Astro girl: Ken Wilson-Max 
Storytime: Ken Wilson-Max reads 'Astro 

Girl' 
I like myself: Karen Beaumont :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTLx
kMa0XDk 

Hairy Maclary: Lynn Dodd ( Text and 
audio) 
Read Hairy Maclary 
from Donaldson's 
Dairy 
 
Look Up: Nathan Byron Illus: Dapo 
Adeola  (Some text shared) 
Puffin Storytime | Look Up! | Full read 
& draw-along activity | 20 mins 
The Hairdo that got away: Joseph 
Coelho 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
eqLAx7RY58 
 

Book of stories and 
poems edited by 
Katharine Rundell:  
The Book of Hopes  
 
What if: Anthony 
Browne (text and 
Audio) 
http://www.anthonybrownebooks.c
om/new-page 

  
 

Foodland: Marcus Sedgewick 
Author Reading aloud each chapter (no 
text) 
Foodland – author reading 
 

 
 
The Explorer: Katherine Rundell (Audi of 
first chapter) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G
7lCzmS9GhI 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ0EKqAECPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ0EKqAECPs
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/the-elves-and-the-shoemaker/
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/classic-childrens-books/
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/classic-childrens-books/
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/classic-childrens-books/
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/classic-childrens-books/
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/classic-childrens-books/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-hans-christian-andersen/z6j2cqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-hans-christian-andersen/z6j2cqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-hans-christian-andersen/z6j2cqt
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/ks2-ancient-greece/zk73nrd
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html?category=43
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html?category=43
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/oh-no-george/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/oh-no-george/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/oh-no-george/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFrD18XLmlM&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPM_KSFpH7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPM_KSFpH7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTLxkMa0XDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTLxkMa0XDk
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/hairy-maclary/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/hairy-maclary/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/hairy-maclary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSkihS5mm-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSkihS5mm-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeqLAx7RY58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeqLAx7RY58
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
http://www.anthonybrownebooks.com/new-page
http://www.anthonybrownebooks.com/new-page
https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7lCzmS9GhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7lCzmS9GhI


 Katie and the sunflowers: James 
Mayhew (Audio with illustrations) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uv
czDIo0Bhw 

Fiction From 
Literary Heritage 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt: Michael 
Rosen (some text but not all) 
Michael Rosen performs We're Going on 
a Bear Hunt 
 
A very Quiet Cricket: Eric Carle Animated 
(no text) 
The Very Quiet Cricket (The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar & Other Stories) 
 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you 
see?: Eric Carle (Text shown) 
Bear, What Do You See Read Aloud 

The Lorax: Dr Seuss (Text and highlights 
as read) 
The Lorax - Read Aloud 
Picture Book | Brightly 
Storytime  
 
Harry the Dirty Dog: 
Gene Zion 
Harry the Dirty Dog read 
by Betty White 
 
Winnie the Pooh: A A 
Milne (no text story only) 
Tales from Winnie-the-Pooh on Vimeo 

Wind in the willows: Kenneth 
Graham (BBC sounds - audio only) 
BBC Sounds - Classic Stories 
 
 
 

Carrie’s War: Nina Bawden (Audio only) 
English KS2: Carrie's War by Nina 
Bawden 
 
Oliver Twist: Charles Dickens (Audio 
only) 
English KS2: Oliver Twist - a full-cast 
audio adaptation of Charles Dickens' 
classic novel about a young boy's 
adventures and mishaps in Victorian 
London. 
 
Shakespeare retold BBC Teach (Audio 
only) 
English KS2: Shakespeare Retold 

Books from other 
cultures and 
traditions 

Strega Nona: Tomie DePaola 
 (story read aloud no text) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGV
XwMX0e5w&feature=emb_rel_pause 
 
 
Tinga Tinga Tales:  
BBC IPlayer(No text): Stories to listen to  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/
b00wg01c/tinga-tinga-tales 
 

My Two Grannies: Floella Benjamin 
Floella Benjamin reads My Two 
Granny’s  (Audio only) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=QOXtD8sgVyY&list=PLE5MZB5ped
UMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&inde
x=21 

Rent Party Jazz: William 
Miller,  Charlotte Riley-
Webb 
Storyline Online     
The Empty Pot: Demi 
Storyline Online 
The Great Tug Of War: 

Beverley Naidoo (story to listen to no 
text) 

Oxford Owl eBook collection 
(need to create login but 
free - full text audio option) 
The Nos. one car spotter: 
Atinuke (Audio only) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=jwvi9MqjaLQ    
 
In a small Kingdom: Tomie DePaola 
(text and audio) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gtLacYr-Y1c 

Legends of the Maori:(text only no 
audio / video) 
Legends of the Maori text  

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvczDIo0Bhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvczDIo0Bhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdiGEjz5b0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdiGEjz5b0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WST-B8zQleM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdWesdMfyd4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdWesdMfyd4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdWesdMfyd4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j0OY3236jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j0OY3236jw
https://vimeo.com/21402269
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06w4v4x
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-carries-war/zk7mcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-carries-war/zk7mcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-oliver-twist-index/zmcpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-oliver-twist-index/zmcpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-oliver-twist-index/zmcpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-oliver-twist-index/zmcpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-oliver-twist-index/zmcpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-shakespeare-retold-index/zh4h2sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGVXwMX0e5w&feature=emb_rel_pause
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGVXwMX0e5w&feature=emb_rel_pause
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00wg01c/tinga-tinga-tales
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00wg01c/tinga-tinga-tales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXtD8sgVyY&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXtD8sgVyY&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXtD8sgVyY&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXtD8sgVyY&list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU&index=21
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/rent-party-jazz/
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/the-empty-pot/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwvi9MqjaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwvi9MqjaLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtLacYr-Y1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtLacYr-Y1c
http://www.childrenslibrary.org/icdl/BookReader?bookid=___lege_00200010&twoPage=false&route=simple_0_0_0_English_0&size=0&fullscreen=true&pnum1=11&lang=English&ilang=English&tsize=0


CBeebies - Jackanory Junior, The Great 
Tug of War, Jackanory Junior - 'The 
Great Tug of War' 

Poems Oxford Owl eBook collection 
(need to create login but free - full text 
audio option) 
 
Number poems 
Family Poems :  
Special day poems: (Green 
/Orange band) 

Rumble in the Jungle: Giles 
Andrae 
Rumble in the Jungle 
 
 
Oxford Owl eBook collection 
(need to create login but free - full text 
audio option) 
Minibeast Poems: (Turquoise/ Purple) 
Space Poems: (Gold/White) 
 

Stay at home! Poems and Prose for 
children living in lockdown (text) 
Stay at Home! Poetry 
 
Poetry From BBC teach: 
(Audio only) 
English KS2: Talking Poetry 
 
Oxford Owl eBook 
collection 
(need to create login 
but free - full text audio 
option) 
Joseph Coelho reading 
Argument from 
Overheard in a tower block (Audio 
only) 
Joseph Coelho reads his poem 
Argument 

Oxford Owl eBook collection 
(need to create login but free - full text 
audio option) 
Jabberwocky  
 
Poetry from BBC teach: (Audio only) 
English KS2: Talking Poetry 

 
Non-fiction 

Oxford Owl eBook collection (need to create login but free - full text audio option) A range of Non-fiction that is colour banded. 

Here we Are: Oliver Jeffers 
Here We Are - Read Aloud Picture Book | 
Brightly Storytime 
 

 

Joan Proctor Dragon Doctor: Text and 
audio 
 
Brightly Storytime: Joan Procter, 
Dragon Doctor 
 

 

 
DK Find out books  DK Findout 

★ You Wouldn’t Want to Be an Egyptian 
Mummy, Roman Gladiator etc. - text 
only.  

★ Free Web Books 

★  

 
 
        
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011l6by
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011l6by
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011l6by
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/rumble-in-the-jungle/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.cranachanpublishing.co.uk/stay-at-home-2/#:~:text=Poems%20and%20Prose%20for%20Children,on%20their%20time%20in%20lockdown.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-talking-poetry/z77vmfr
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KgXFyu97Ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KgXFyu97Ck
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-talking-poetry/z77vmfr
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection?utf8=%E2%9C%93&query=&age_group=age+9-11&series=&level=&book_type=&view_style=image
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPPQdDwTUvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPPQdDwTUvE
https://www.readbrightly.com/brightly-storytime-joan-procter-dragon-doctor/
https://www.readbrightly.com/brightly-storytime-joan-procter-dragon-doctor/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/
https://www.youwouldntwantto.be/web-books/

